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I actually always discourage the use of “synthetic marijuana” or “fake marijuana” or “fake pot” 
because that equates the synthetic cannabinoids with marijuana. It makes it seem sometimes 
like the synthetic cannabinoids are not very dangerous at all because people perceive that 
marijuana is not dangerous. The reality is the exact opposite. Synthetic cannabinoids are very 
dangerous drugs compared to marijuana. These are concentrated chemicals that someone 
synthesized. They are tens to hundreds of times more potent than the potency of marijuana and 
when people manufacture these drugs, they don’t always do it right. So they get contaminants in 
batches of drugs that they make, and so actually, they synthetic cannabinoids are very 
dangerous drugs.  

Synthetic cannabinoids are very different from just the plant marijuana that kids and adults 
frequently, and continue to frequently use.  

You have people selling plasma to buy this stuff on a daily basis whenever they could get in to 
purchase their synthetics with plasma. Not buying food, not paying the rent, but buying 
synthetics. I mean, that is really no different than heroin or a methamphetamine addiction, so, it 
is a hard drug. It can’t be in that category in people’s minds that it’s just, you know, a gateway 
drug or that minor stuff that people can walk away from. It very quickly becomes something you 
cannot walk away from.  

The difference between this, and again, the plant organic marijuana is that, whether you use a 
little bit, or a lot, the effect is not the same as the synthetics. These synthetics, the response, 
and we don’t see patients typically at the hospital because they are using marijuana. We see 
these patients at the hospital because they become very agitated, they’re unpredictable, they 
have hallucinations, and they are really, I believe, at a higher risk for getting physically hurt. 
They are unable to care for themselves and other people get injured as well.  


