
Here’s how to dispose of unused prescription drugs safely.
Leftover opioid medications in the home are a leading cause of misuse, accidental overdose, and addiction. 
Especially among teenagers. But if you have any unused or expired prescription opioids, you can’t just throw 
them in the trash. Use one of the three options below instead.​

OPTION #2: NATIONAL RX TAKE BACK DAY
Every six months, the DEA hosts a national event to remove 
unwanted or unused drugs from American homes. Learn more about 
National RX Take Back Day and find your nearest location here:  
dea.gov/takebackday

OPTION #3: FLUSH THEM
Getting leftover opioids out of your home is more important 
than any environmental risk. That’s why the FDA has approved 
medications containing hydrocodone, oxycodone, morphine, and 
fentanyl to be flushed down the toilet.
Source: www.fda.gov/drugs/disposal-unused-medicines-what-you-should-know/
drug-disposal-fdas-flush-list-certain-medicines

YOUR BEST OPTION: OFFICIAL  
DROP-OFF LOCATIONS
Many pharmacies, hospitals, and even police stations take back 
unused medications and dispose of them safely. No questions asked.

SCAN THE QR CODE TO FIND A 
DROP-OFF LOCATION NEAR YOU.
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